THURSO HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL
Minutes of 80th Zoom Meeting Tuesday 17th November 2020

PRESENT:
Mr A Cumming, Chairperson		Pupil Representatives	In Attendance
Mr M Leavesley, Vice-chair		Olivia Warner			Mrs H Flavell Head Teacher
Mr D Hymers-Mackintosh		Kieran Johns			Mrs A Nicoll DHT
Mrs N Mill				Councillor			Teacher Members
Ms D Wood				Cllr M Reiss			Mr S Disbury
					Clerk: Mrs M Horne		Mr J Byrne       


1.  Chairpersons Opening Remarks:
	Mr Cumming welcomed everyone to the 80th Meeting of THS Parent Council via Zoom. 
	
2.	Apologies:  N McDonald, T Morris, J Robinson, Cllrs W Mackay, K Rosie & S Mackie

3.	Approval of 79th meeting Minutes:   1.  Ms D Wood      2.  Mrs N Mill

4.  Correspondence received:
	e.mail:  Parent Council Banking Information update form requesting names, addresses of bank 	signatories, bank details and parent member details.
	Correspondence sent:  
	Above details plus school roll information sent to CLLochaberAdmin@highland.gov.uk
	Funding for year should have gone in to bank account in October – confirm with N McDonald

5.	Head Teacher's Report:
	Mrs Flavell provided PC members with a letter sent out to all parents highlighting Face 	coverings, Additional COVID measures, School calendar 2020-21, Parents' Evenings, College 	link, Tracking and Reporting, Assessment in the BGE (S1-S3), Recovery classes, Pupil Support 	and communication, Staffing and a final thank you to all Thurso High School staff for their 	unfailing help during very difficult times.
	Please refer to Attachment 1
	
6.	Pupil Representatives Report:
	Depute Head boy Kieran Johns and Depute Head girl Olivia Warner proceeded with a well 	documented address on key factors made aware to them as Prefects.
· Overall attendance at school is good
· The one way system is considered successful though the B Block to Canteen route could benefit from more supervision
· Concern was raised about pupils not wearing masks in the toilets and eating there also
· It was noted that the C Block noise level at breaktimes is high despite repeated correction
· S2 pupils gathering at the top gate causing disruption by throwing litter at vehicles
· Rugby, Basketball, Netball and Debating competition up and running again achieving some sort of normal
· To commemorate Armistice pebbles and rocks were painted then judged to gain merits
· Proposed plans for Xmas ideas include a Jumper Day, Reg class Quiz, Decorate school, and Decorate Xmas tree day
· There will be no Xmas Dances this year but depending on Covid Restriction rulings, it may be possible to have parties after SQA Exams


7.	P.T.A. Fundraising Committee:
	Mr J Robinson, Chair, unable to attend tonight's meeting, wished to report that the committee 	has kept in contact with each other though unable to carry out their customary fundraising 	efforts. 

8.	Councillor's Report:
	Cllr Reiss highlighted the following topics in his report to Parent Council.
· Councillors have been keeping watch over mental health issues and while it is felt students look out for each other, it is a concern that the county needs permanent mental health staff to cut down on the long waiting lists
· Sink hole in upper field area – Highland Council has granted funds to deal with this and a repair – perhaps temporary – will be dealt with which should free the area and reduce dampness reported in the Gym
· Premier Inn – as progress nears completion the Council is concerned over road safety 
		     issues with schools on either side
· Council members wish to offer congratulations to THS pupils for their participation in
		     Remembrance Day celebrations and the tree planting initiative
· As regards budget figures and monies available – the outlook remains depressing and unchanged

9.  Specific Items for discussion:
9.1 	Parental Engagement Proposals	
		Mrs Flavell outlined a proposal for Parental engagement to replace Parents’ Evenings for the 		current session. This will entail a Google form that will allow parents to submit any queries 		or comments to subject specific teachers for responses.
		Parent Council members approved this proposal.	  					
9.2	Homework Policy Proposal
		The school is making plans to formalise a policy for homework in the Broad General 			Education (BGE). This will be discussed further later in the session as implementing this at 		present is not possible with current teacher workload.

10.	A.O.C.B.		
10.1	Bus Park
		Mr Omand is trying to contact the developer of the Premier Inn site in order to progress this 		as we are hopeful that the funding is still available.		 		
10.2	School Signage:  Mr McDonald, though not present, had informed Parent Council that he 		has been in contact with MacBride Signs in Inverness who promised a quote this week then 		all costs should be available for final approval.
10.3	DYW School co-ordinators:  Ms Trudy Morris, though not present, had informed Parent
	Council that they have had productive conversations with the Education Depart in Highland
	Council and working with Fiona Grant who has been seconded in.   A grant offer from the 	Government has been received and they are now looking to progress these roles within each
	school, with the assistance of Fiona and the Head Teachers.   The hope is to have some 
	provision in place before Christmas.

Meeting closed 7.55pm

Mr A Cumming Chair						Mrs M Horne Clerk
e.mail 'thursohighpc@gmail.com'				e.mail 'mhorne55@outlook.com'

Next THS Parent Council meeting : 
Tuesday 19th January 2021



	
