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16.11.2020

Dear Parent/carer



We are already a few weeks into term 2 and as always I am delighted to say that, despite the extra considerations that we all have to contend with in Thurso High School, all is going well and that, by and large, the pupils are behaving admirably, conforming with procedures and taking this responsibility seriously.

We have good attendance and engagement with learning, and the Senior pupils especially are dealing well with what this year with a difference is bringing; more on SQA below.

Of course this is a worrying time for parents and pupils with so much uncertainty about school, education and society in general. Below you will find information about what we have been doing and will do in the coming months to provide your young person with the best possible educational experience in the safest possible environment.

Face Coverings 
You are well aware that the Scottish Government require all pupils in secondary schools to wear a face covering in all corridors, indoor social spaces, on school transport or when in shops in the community. The vast majority of our pupils continue to bring their own face covering to school and always wear it in line with the new guidance and we thank them for that. Please can you continue to support your child with this; a spare in the school bag helps with the odd situation where a face covering is forgotten, and although the school always issues one in these cases, this does put a strain on our resources. If a pupil forgets a few times Guidance will be in touch with home to see how we can help with this.

A very small number of young people, as previously, will be exempt from wearing a face covering.

Additional COVID Measures 
The Scottish Government published further guidance at the end of October relating to schools which can be found here. This has resulted in a few minor amendments to our procedures.

Ventilation - We need to make sure that our classes are well ventilated to help minimise the risk of infection, while at the same time maintaining thermal comfort levels. This doesn’t mean that windows and doors need to be wide open all of the time. Recommendations are that staff open and close windows on a rotational basis throughout the day in order to achieve an air change approximately twice every hour.
Wrapping up warm - make sure that your children come to school with an extra layer of clothing as, given the Caithness weather we know and love, temperatures may be lower than usual in classrooms. At breaks and lunchtime our children, as always, need suitable clothing to be outdoors possibly more than usual.

Updated PE Guidance has been issued which states that in Tier 0-3 secondary pupils can participate in contact and non-contact sport both indoors and outdoors. We are starting to introduce activities in light of this advice (which you can read here), beginning with basketball and volleyball. 

This means that all pupils should now come to school prepared to change for PE and arrangements have been made to use other spaces for changing areas in line with guidance.
Quarantining of books and jotters – the advice now tells us that documents and jotters don’t need to be quarantined for 72 hours if appropriate hand hygiene measures are in place. 

School Calendar 2020-21 and dates to note
I am pleased to provide you with a summary of key dates from our school calendar for the coming session. Apologies that this is getting to you later than usual; in previous years the school calendar has been agreed with Unions and published prior to the summer holidays but for this session across Highland schools, discussions only took place last term once staff were back in school. We may need to make changes to the calendar to respond to anything which may arise this session and we will aim to give you as much advance notice as possible for any changes.

There is also a possibility that dates for the Senior Phase may change as more information comes from the SQA on the exam situation – more below. 

Any changes or updates will be emailed to you and the website updated.
Parents’ Evenings
The other point to note regarding the School Calendar is the differences regarding Parents’ Evenings for this session. Under normal circumstances, Senior Phase Parent Evenings would be taking place this month. Unfortunately, with reference to all current guidelines, it seems most likely that there can be no Parents’ Evenings in school this session. I have left this open as a possibility in the school calendar post-Christmas but in case these events cannot proceed, we are working on alternative proposals to ensure that you have the information you need to support your child or young person’s learning. As a staff group and then in discussion with the Parent Council we have come up with alternative measures which will be issued following the Parent Council meeting on Tuesday 17 Nov. 
SQA National Qualifications 2020-21 
You will be aware that last month the Deputy First Minister John Swinney confirmed changes to next year’s exam diet. In summary, National 5 examinations will be replaced by a system, called the Alternative Certification Model, where grades are awarded on the basis of centre estimates, supported by assessment resources and quality assurance, whilst Higher and Advanced Higher examinations are planned to go ahead. The SQA regularly publish updates which can be found here. 
The exam timetable for Highers and Advanced Highers will now run with a slightly later start date of 13th May to 4 June 2021 with Results Day on Tuesday 10 August 2021. If the public health situation deteriorates and exams at 

Higher and Advanced Higher are cancelled, then estimates will be used with appropriate quality assurance to award qualifications at Higher and Advanced Higher levels, as well as at National 5.

We will provide more detail about what this means for our pupils as soon as we have more information from SQA. They have started to issue detail of what their assessment expectations are for all National 5 courses and 

we are looking at the implications of this. As a school we are in discussion over plans about how we will gather assessment evidence for N5 pupils, how and when we hold Prelims and then we will communicate key assessment dates to pupils and parents. At present the prelim diet in January (see attached dates) is most likely to be going ahead but as soon as this is finalised, information will be shared with pupils and with parents via email and the school website. 

Modifications have been made by SQA for 2021 in each subject see information here. 

I recognise that these are very uncertain times our young people and as soon as SQA give us full information we will be keeping everyone updated. We are fully aware of the importance of managing the burden of assessment on our young people whilst still meeting the requirements for SQA. 

College 
Friday College courses are now back to face to face teaching for the majority of subjects. Foundation Apprenticeship courses remain online but are hopefully returning with placements in 2021. Pupils have been praised for their adherence to all safety protocols on their return and the general level of attendance has been very positive. A reminder that pupils must attend school on a Friday period 1 in dress code but also must attend College in Thurso High School dress code. This is part of the Risk Assessment procedures allowing pupils to return to College while keeping them separate from pupils from other schools.

Tracking and Reporting
As well as information on progress, behaviour, effort, homework and attendance in our Tracking reports, parents will also receive a merit report for the first time, detailing any merits their child has been awarded and by whom.

Attainment merits are also awarded following tracking; pupils can earn one or even two merits for good progress and/or for good behaviour and effort in all subjects.
Senior Phase (S4/5/6) pupils
Information on agreed Target Grades for Senior Pupils went home in September and pupils’ progress will very soon be tracked against this Target Grade for issue to parents on Thursday 10 Dec. 

As we have already said, the usual Parents’ Evenings will be replaced by some other form of parent communication; information out very soon.

Pupils should prepare for prelims in January (probable dates 7 or 8 Jan – 22 Jan); again clarification very soon. This means that these assessments may be only 6 or 7 school weeks away (8 or 9 weeks in total). Something to bear in mind for revision plans? A second Tracking will be issued post prelims on 18 February. Any further assessment and tracking plans will be clarified very soon.

S4 and S5 staying on at school will have Option Forms to consider next term, to be returned late February.
Third year pupils
The first Progress Report for S3 pupils was issued on 5 Nov. Again, arrangements for the format of Parental Engagement next term will come soon. S3 have a second Tracking issued on 4 Feb 2021 which will take into 

account their performance in the assessments coming up shortly and will have Option Forms to consider next term, to be returned late February.

First and Second year pupils
First year pupils received their first Tracking information on 29 Oct; Second year pupils will receive their first Tracking information this week on 19 Nov.

See the Dates attached for further information. If we have to change any of these, we will let you know as soon as we can.

Assessment in the BGE (S1-3)
S3 pupils and parents are already aware that their assessment period runs from Nov 23 to Dec 11 and have received their assessment timetable. They are working in PSE (Personal and Social Education) on the most effective ways to learn and study and should have created study timetables and be doing a little every night to prepare for these assessments.

S2 have a similar assessment period next term from 25 Jan to 12 Feb when they will have class assessments in most, but not all subjects. They also will receive the same support with timetables and how best to plan for assessment.

The assessment period for S1 pupils is not until term 3 when they will have assessments in some subjects only, including Maths, English, Science and Social subjects.

Your support for your young people at these times is extremely important and there are links to how parents can best support their children at school, as well as a guide to effective study skills on the website, here: https://www.thursohighschool.org.uk/parents_info.php.

Recovery classes
Pupils in the Senior Phase who missed work during lockdown for whatever reason have been invited to take part in extra classes to catch up with specific subject topics. Most of these take place within the school day and pupils are taken out of study or core classes for this, but a few are after school and arrangements have been made to ensure pupils from out of town can get home.

These classes will last initially until the end of term, longer if required and we are extremely grateful to all teachers who have amended their timetables or delivered extra lessons to allow this to happen.

Staffing
Mrs Miller (Depute Head) will return from maternity leave at the beginning of December.  Miss MacDonald (PE) commences her maternity early December and will be covered by Miss Cepero.  Mrs McAlonan (Acting Depute) commences her maternity leave at the Christmas holidays and Mrs McLean (LS) will be going on maternity leave in January.  Mrs Aitken will continue as Acting Faculty Head of English and Modern Languages. In the office Mrs Vikki Allan has joined us following the retirement of Mrs Moira Horne.  
Pupil Support and communication
With visitors to school limited to only essential circumstances, it is really important that parents know how to communicate with us and how the school will communicate with you. 

As always, your first and main contact point is your child’s Guidance Teacher and that remains unchanged; if you wish to discuss some aspect of your child’s education either phone the school to arrange a return phone appointment (01847 893822) or by email:

1S4, 2S2,2S4,3S4,4S4,5S4,6S2,6S4 
Mr Blyth

gordon.blyth@highland.gov.uk

1S1, 2S1, 3S1, 3S2, 4S1, 5S1, 6S1 
Mr McElroy

ewan.mcelroy@highland.gov.uk

1S2, 1S5, 2S5, 3S5, 4S5, 5S2, 5S5, 6S5 
Mr McKeesick

peter.mckeesick@highland.gov.uk

1S3, 2S3, 3S3, 4S2, 4S3, 5S3, 6S3 
Mrs Perrie McCabe
hayley.perrie@highland.gov.uk
In certain circumstances it may be better to contact your child’s Year Head. 

S1 and S4







    Mrs Nicoll

S2 and S5
     Mrs McAlonan

S3 and S6
     Mr Omand

Items of interest are shared on the school Facebook page, but we will communicate all essential school news to you by email and on our website https://www.thursohighschool.org.uk/.

If we do not have your e-mail address or you would like to update your e-mail address you can submit this by sending an e-mail to the school at thurso.high@highland.gov.uk. 

And finally…
Thank you for taking the time to read and consider all of this very lengthy letter and for your continued support and understanding as we move forward. I can only apologise for the unknown and provisional elements in this email; very little about this school year is confidently predictable. I will be back in touch very shortly with further information on the format of Parental Engagement this session to replace the usual Parents’ Evenings and also on SQA updates and plans for pupil assessment, including prelims.

I finish by extending heartfelt thanks to all Thurso High School staff who are unfailingly helpful and cheerful in the face of difficult circumstances and who are working constantly to ensure that pupils are disadvantaged as little as possible by issues far out with their control.

Best wishes
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Hannah Flavell

Head Teacher: Mrs Hannah Flavell, Thurso High School, Ormlie Road, Thurso, Caithness KW14 7DS
Tel: (01847) 893822   Fax: (01847) 895509    E-Mail: thurso.high@highland.gov.uk
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