[bookmark: _GoBack]THURSO HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL
Minutes of 77th Meeting – Tuesday 3rd March 2020


PRESENT:
Parent Members:		PTA Fundraising Committee:	In attendance:
A Cumming, Chair		J Robinson, Chair			H Flavell, Head Teacher
M Leavesley, Vice-chair						C Omand, DHT 
N McDonald, Treasurer	Co-opted Member:
D Hymers-Mackintosh	Trudy Morris				Councillor:
J Leslie			Pupil Representative:		Cllr M Reiss
A Taylor			Mary-Ann Chesters			Clerk:  M Horne


1.	CHAIRPERSON'S OPENING REMARKS:
	Mr Cumming welcomed everyone present to the 77th Parent Council Meeting, immediately 	congratulating the school on the new online booking appointment system for Parent Evenings.

2.	APOLOGIES: N Mill, S Disbury, J Byrne, Cllrs K Rosie, S Mackie and W Mackay

3.	Approval of 76th Meeting Minutes:
		Approved:  J Robinson		Seconded:  M Leavesley

4.	Correspondence received:  None
	Correspondence sent:  None

5.	Head Teacher's Report:
	Roll: The school roll stands at 706 with a predicted roll of 752 at start of next session – the S1 intake of 	145 being the largest for many years.
Staffing: A former student has been appointed to History/Modern Studies and it is hoped that the Mount Pleasant Gaelic teacher will be able to teach the three Gaelic medium pupils coming up next session.
Maintenance: Progress has been made with the stair lifts following visit by contractors and situation identified.  The Biomass boiler is not working and will not be fixed until 9th March, alternative oil heating proving very expensive.   Teachers and pupils had to be moved to warmer rooms a few weeks ago when both oil and Biomass were not working.    The Fire Safety Adviser has done a complete survey of the school followed by a very comprehensive report and the new Health and Safety Officer left a long check list after his visit.   Following the fire which occurred at Invergordon Primary the school is not allowed to use any of the Fujitsu laptops which means that the computer refresh will be delayed as they deal with priority users that have no access to IT at present.
School News:  Option forms have gone out to all pupils from S2 to S5 in preparation for next session. Guidance staff are very busy advising those that need about subject and level choice.   Once forms are returned Mrs Nicoll will begin the process of sorting out classes leading to timetabling for next session.
School reports indicate the recommended pathway for progress for each pupil also looking at profiling pupils to show progress over time – highlighting the need of an I.T. specialist.   In order to give pupils as many options as possible moving through the Senior Phase some further options have been added – e.g. Skills for Work (SfW) Sport and Recreation L5 and SfW Furniture Making L5.
All non-essential absences from classes are not allowed for senior pupils as we move close to the SQA exams – not only 5 teaching weeks after this one.
Since the introduction of the new Parents’ Evening electronic booking system, attendance at the Parent Evenings has increased and the system has been very favourably commented on by parents.
The Sixth Years had an enjoyable and successful short trip to Berlin in the February long weekend, led by the Social Subjects department.
Rock Challenge (Northern Stars) takes place on Tues 24th March in Eden Court.   Mrs K MacAlonan, the newest DHT, attended two days of fundraising at the weekend;  Saturday to be awarded £500 from Cash of Caithness and Sunday at Live Jive again to be awarded £480.   
In an attempt to reduce the amount of single use water bottles being used by pupils, the S6 Sustainability Committee has sourced aluminium water bottles.   These will be for sale shortly in the school House colours.
Thanks goes to the PTA Fundraising Committee who do an amazing job – details as in Chairperson’s Report.
As well as their daily school work, we have had pupils competing and representing the school in netball, badminton, gymnastics and swimming.  Pupils have also completed World Host courses, Fire Fighters courses and Duke of Edinburgh events.


6.	COUNCILLORS REPORT: 
Cllr Reiss advised that the Chair Lifts will be in place by the start of the new session in August. The Biomass breakdown was noted.   Following the fire in Invergordon Primary Cllr Reiss said it highlights the need to have regular fire drills and extinguisher training.   The Budget figures will be set on Thursday 5th March, the capital budget being cut by one third.    Bearing in mind the Coronavirus could lead to significant disruption, Councillors felt Government Advice should be adhered to.

7.	PTA FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE REPORT:
Mr Robinson, Chairperson reported to the Parent Council that the Coffee Morning held in the British Legion amassed the amazing sum of £670.  Encouraged by an excellent turnout, a team of 7 Committee members plus teachers and pupils all pulled together to make the morning a success.   Some members left the venue early in order to serve teas and coffees at the Cash for Caithness event at the High School taking in a further £160.  The funding application for Football Shirts and Logos was granted and a sum in excess of £400 was awarded.   Mr Robinson reminded everyone that the next event is a Quiz night scheduled for Friday 20th March in the School Hall.

8.	S6 PREFECT REPORT:
Mary-Ann Chesters, S6 House Captain, gave an update on various topics governed by the Prefects.   Three leadership awards have been completed with others moving towards completion and all practical activities such as Christmas quizzes and Christmas tree decoration competitions done.   The social areas are becoming more manageable with year groups being aware of S6 presence though still in need of work in certain aspects such as littering social areas etc.   The Prefects have been on duty during Parent Evenings providing staff with drinks and helping parents find the specified teacher.  On the whole it was agreed that team building benefitted everyone and most found it an enjoyable experience. The S6 Committees – Yearbook for example has proved that anything is possible when everyone plays a part; the Sustainability team introducing aluminium water bottles to reduce plastic and the Fundraising committee raising donations towards Pink and Blue Day, plus other worthwhile causes.

9.	Specific Items for discussion:   

	9.1  School Signage 
· Mr McDonald advised planning permission has now been granted
· The flagstone has been donated and lettering with logo to be finalised
· It is hoped that this should be completed by the new session
	9.2  Ex-Mart Ground
· Lack of communication has led to no decision being made and proposals on hold until a meeting with the developers agent can be arranged.
· Cllr Reiss intimated that there had been mention of a parking area for Railway travellers
	9.3  Disabled Access
· As advised by the Head Teacher’s Report the stair lifts are scheduled to be installed shortly
· Work has still to be addressed with remaining disabled access issues
	9.4  New Website
· The new school website has been met with favourable reports 
· Access “www.thursohighschool.org.uk”

	9.5  Developing Young Workforce:
Ms Trudy Morris addressed the Parent Council advising that DYW funding should be extended to 2014/15 though amount undecided.   The Key Performance Indicators KPIs are divided into four stages increasing engagement between employers and education.   KPI 2 seeks to develop partnerships with regional employers, KPI 3 in collaboration with Skills Development Scotland and KPI 4 working along with specialist partners ensuring opportunities for disabled and care experienced young people.

10.	A.O.C.B.
10.1  Open pipe ground area on football field – Mr Cumming questioned progress.  Preliminary investigations established that this pipe covers a huge area of ground including under the railway track making it an extremely costly expense.    Possible alternative repair being assessed.

10.2     A parent member voiced concern about the possession of a knife incident as reported in the local press.    Mr Omand explained the situation and assured that the matter had been dealt with appropriately.
Meeting closed at 8.05 pm

Forthcoming Meetings : Tues 5th May 2020   Tues 9th June 2020

Mr Sandy Cumming (Chair)	e.mail : thursohighpc@gmail.com
Mrs M Horne (Clerk)		e.mail : mhorne55@outlook.com
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
