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27.01.2021

Dear Parent or carer 

We hope that you and your families are all well and keeping safe.

We are pleased to say that we are getting lots of positive feedback from teachers on pupil engagement and work being submitted; well done everyone who is working hard.

We know it is not easy and if you need any more help please get in touch.

As we have already said, this period while we are learning remotely, is focussed on moving forward and progressing with learning. This is important for all in order to reduce the long lasting effects of lockdown as much as well possibly can. 

Keeping you informed on weekly engagement
We are tracking pupil engagement each week throughout this period of remote learning, as we did during the first lockdown. To ensure we keep you as informed as possible and so that we can all work together to support your child's full engagement with their learning, we are aiming to provide you with an engagement email summary every week.

This short email will give the number of subjects in which your child has completed work for every week to give you an overview of their engagement.

This will hopefully come out every Tuesday – this week’s will be a bit later.  This first week will be a trial of a new system for sending out a personalised email so please bear with us if there are any initial glitches and just let us know!

S3 Tracking
This is due out very shortly and there will be an opportunity for parents to ask subject specific questions of teachers.

Senior Phase Tracking
We would usually be sending out Senior Phase tracking following January Assessments. As these have not taken place and we do not have any new assessment information with which to update the reports sent out last term we will not be Tracking in the usual way at this time.

As we have said, the important thing right now is for pupils to be moving forward with learning and completing courses with a view to assessments hopefully being conducted at a later date and to that end we will be sending out a short report on Effort and Engagement during lockdown to date.
We are awaiting an SQA update with revised deadlines and information following the Scottish Government update next week so that we can then consider assessment decisions and plans.
Options for S2-S5 pupils moving into S3-S6
Information on subject choices will be out soon; this is a good time to be having a chat about possible future paths. S2 pupils will be selecting 8 subjects going into S3, including Maths and English. S3 choose 6 subjects for S4, again including Maths and English and will have the opportunity to include a North Highland College School link course in their options. The ‘recommended levels for S4’ on the tracking due out shortly will help with decisions. 

S5 choose 5 subjects and S6 usually 4, although they can study 5 subjects if they wish.

Talk through which subjects your child enjoys and where those subjects may lead in the way of a post school destination.

As always, just get in touch if we can help in anyway.

Regards

[image: image3.png]



H Flavell

Head Teacher

Thurso High School

01847 893822
Head Teacher: Mrs Hannah Flavell, Thurso High School, Ormlie Road, Thurso, Caithness KW14 7DS
Tel: (01847) 893822   Fax: (01847) 895509    E-Mail: thurso.high@highland.gov.uk
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